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Special Topics I - PAS 5930

TERM: Clinical Term
CREDIT: 1 credit
COURSE DURATION: 2 months

CLOCK HOURS: Approximately 8 hours monthly on Clinical Day. Check the academic calendar
for details. See clinical calendar for the dates. Times may vary due to content but will be posted
in advance.

COURSE GOALS:
1. Develop professionalism skill and competency as a PA
2. Apply the understanding of research design principles to the development of an evidenced-based
literature review
3. Synthesize responses to clinical questions in order to provide evidence-based patient care

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Special Topics is a one credit course that students are registered for each semester of the clinical year. The
course has many components that further develop skills, professionalism and competence as a PA. Special
Topics is an integral part of every end-of-rotation clinical day. Class participation will frequently be involved.

Capstone Project is a component of PAS 5930 Special Topics. In this course students will complete a
graduate-level project during which they will compose a relevant clinical question, perform a review and
critically appraise published articles in order to formulate an evidence-based response. Under mentorship of a
faculty advisor, students will complete an evidence-based literature review. The presentation of final materials
will be in the format of both a written manuscript and digital poster. Students are required to present their
posters at the Annual PA Research Poster Day in January. Students have the option to submit their posters for
presentation at the College of Medicine’s Research Poster Session in February. Manuscripts will be prepared
according to JAAPA writing and publication guidelines. Assigned faculty mentors will serve as coauthors.
Students are not permitted to use artificial intelligence in any form to assist in the writing of the capstone
project. This includes but is not limited to ChatGPT, Bard, Jasper, or Perplexity. All work should be original to
the authors. Students may use citation management software for references.

FACULTY & STAFF

Instructor Contact Information:

Faculty Contact information

Course Doni Walker-Jackson, MPH, MMS, Doni.Walker-Jackson@pap.ufl.edu

Director: MBA, PA-C

Lecturers: Thao Jinwright, MPAS, PA-C Thao.Jinwright@pap.ufl.edu
Melissa Turley, PharmD, MPAS, PA-C | Melissa.turley@pap.ufl.edu
Petar Breitinger, MPAS, PA-C Peter.breitinger@pap.ufl.edu
Connie Weaver, MPAS, PA-C Constance.weaver@pap.ufl.edu
Jason Fromm, MD Jason.fromm@medicine.ufl.edu
Susan Cooke, MCMS, MBA, PA-C Susan.Cooke@pap.ufl.edu



mailto:Peter.breitinger@pap.ufl.edu
mailto:Constance.weaver@pap.ufl.edu

Office Location: 1104 Newell Drive, Suite 425, Gainesville, FL, 32610

Phone number: (352) 294-8150

Office Hours: The time following scheduled sessions will be reserved for office hours. Students are also
encouraged to contact the course directors or faculty via email to schedule phone or in-person appointments.
The preferred method for private communication and to schedule an appointment is through email addresses
above. Public comments and questions on course content may be submitted through Teams. (See section
below.) Technical issues may be resolved by contacting http://helpdesk.ufl.edu

TEAMS Discussions: We will be using TEAMS for class discussion. The app will assist you in getting help
fast and efficiently from classmates and faculty. Rather than emailing public questions only to the faculty, we
encourage you to post your questions on TEAMS. This will allow all class members to view answers and
contribute to discussions. Please feel free to give input and answer other students’ posts. A good way to learn
is to teach. Please be sure postings are HIPAA compliant and contain no protected health information (PHI).
Private communication about sensitive material should be directed to the email of the course director.
Technical issues may be resolved by visiting the helpdesk website https://it.ufl.edu/helpdesk/ or calling 352-
392-4357.

TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER RESOURCES

REQUIRED RESOURCES-
Texts: None

Course resources:

UF e-Learning (Canvas) Course website: https://elearning.ufl.edu

1. Lecture slides and materials will be posted on the Canvas web page. For your convenience, lecture
materials will be posted as ppts or PDFs.

2. UF Health Science Center Libraries including Access Medicine for online reference books

3. UpToDate provided through UF (https://www.uptodate.com/login) login while on UF server to initial
gain access

4. Supplementary material: Will be posted on Canvas.

5. We will use Microsoft Teams as needed for students to post course questions so that the whole class
may benefit from the answers and discussion.

6. A laptop computer meeting the standards of the UF School of PA Studies is required. You should also
have a notetaking system to implement should a lecture be conducted in a format that is not based in
a PowerPoint or other similar computerized system.

Readings for this course should be aimed at learning about patients you are assigned to care for and topics
which will help you in preparation for summative testing. Readings for this course may include articles or book
chapters that are critical to understanding medical practice. All readings will be provided by instructors or
preceptors or will be freely available to students through resources such as the University Medical Library.
Assigned materials may include peer-reviewed journal articles from respected sources such as the New
England Journal of Medicine (NEJM), Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA), or Annals of
Surgery.

Instructional Materials Attestation: Instructional materials for this course consist of materials reviewed,
selected, and assigned by the instructor(s). The instructor(s) is only responsible for these instructional
materials. Based on self-assessment of learning needs, students may identify other credible resources to
augment the identification, analysis, and synthesis of relevant information.

Evaluation Criteria:

Assignment Name & Description (Mandatory) Percentage of
Final Grade
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Active Learning Assessments 40%
e Rubrics graded live during clinical day session

Assignments 40%
e Capstone
e Clinical Day CME style assessment (knowledge quiz) and feedback

Professionalism during clinical day 20%

UF School of PA Studies Grading Policy

Satisfactory 70 - 100
Unsatisfactory 69.49 or below

Active Learning Assessments: Content will vary each semester based on the topic presented. The typical
format will replicate continuing medical education (CME) credits. A short quiz based on material presented will
measure engagement and understanding of key concepts.

Professionalism: ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY Tardiness of 10-30 minutes late to clinical day activities
results in a 50% deduction from the day’s professionalism and potentially a deduction or 0% for in class
assessments depending on the portion of the course missed (unexcused tardiness). If greater than 30 minutes
late, 0% given for professionalism and for any missed in class assessments (unexcused tardiness).

Additionally, any unexcused absence will be discussed by the PSPC with additional actions possibly taken.
Requests to be excused from Clinical Day activities for personal reasons require approval by the PSPC.
Requests for an absence due to an emergency may be approved by the course director.
o Disruptive or unprofessional behavior during clinical day activities results in 0% and will result
in discussion at PSPC.

Capstone:

Curriculum includes lectures, interactive medical questions and case review, small group activities, capstone
research project work, oral presentations, skill development with task trainers and/or simulation experiences,
and written assignments.

Capstone Project is a component of PAS 5930 Special Topics. In this course students will complete a
graduate-level project during which they will compose a relevant clinical question, perform a review and
critically appraise published articles in order to formulate an evidence-based response. Under mentorship of a
faculty advisor, students will complete an evidence-based literature review. The presentation of final materials
will be in the format of both a written manuscript and digital poster. Students are required to present their
posters at the Annual PA Research Poster Day in January. Students have the option to submit their posters for
presentation at the College of Medicine’s Research Poster Session in February. Manuscripts will be prepared
according to JAAPA writing and publication guidelines. Assigned faculty mentors will serve as coauthors.
Students are not permitted to use artificial intelligence in any form to assist in the writing of the capstone
project. This includes but is not limited to ChatGPT, Bard, Jasper, or Perplexity. All work should be original to
the authors. Students may use citation management software for references.

Capstone requirements and presentation:
Each semester (excluding Summer C) there are specific capstone requirements to be completed:
Summer B (Outline) / Fall (Manuscripts drafts 1 and 2, Final manuscript, Abstract) / Spring (Poster and

Presentation).
Check on the course management site for specifics of grading and due dates.



Capstone submission and presentation are a graduation requirement. P/F with 70% is expected to
pass all assignments for capstone. If a student earns a Fail on any P/F components, the student may
be required to complete a remediation.

Capstone Due dates

8/22 Outline submitted to Canvas

9/19 Manuscript Draft 1 submitted to Canvas

10/17 Manuscript draft 2 submitted to Canvas

11/14 Final Manuscript submitted to Canvas

12/12 Abstract submitted to Canvas

1/9 Digital poster emailed to faculty (faculty must approve final version of poster before it is submitted to
canvas)

1/22 Digital Poster submitted to Canvas

1/30 Poster presentation

Miscellaneous assignments are to be completed throughout the semester. These are assignments that are
relevant to the student’s development as a PA and associated with clinical day activities. Students will be
notified in advance of the assignments being posted.

PLEASE DE-INDENTIFY YOUR PATIENT including any FACTORS that can IDENTIFY THE
PATIENT when submitting assignments related to patient care experiences or required patient
documentation. Please do not violate HIPPA, any violation is SUBJECT TO FINES AND

DISCIPLINE.
Late assignments
1 day late 10% deduction from assignment grade
2 days late 20% deduction from assignment grade
3 days late 30% deduction from assignment grade
4 days late 0% grade for assignment

The percent deduction per item is as follows:
= Unsatisfactory grade of an assignment is a 15% deduction after remediation
= Unsatisfactory grade of two or more assignments in a semester will result in referral to
PSPC.

Course Schedule of Topics & Assignments:
Day Topic
Clinical Day HMEB 135

0845-0900 Announcements (please arrive and be settled in by 0845)
9-1050 Dermatology Review Ashley Love PA-C
11-1150 EMR/case presentation Natalie Freels PA-C
8/1 | 12-1250 Well-being rounds (see assigned groups on teams post)
Lunch on your own if not assigned to wellness rounds group
1-3:30 Violence identification, prevention, and de-escalation in healthcare

Clinical Day assessment due by 2359

g/22 | Capstone outline due by 2359, submit to Canvas




1
8/29

1

Clinical Day CG-011 Classroom

0845-0900 Announcements (please arrive and be settled in by 0845)
9-1050 Gl review Paola Goins PA-C

1-12 Multidisciplinary Approach Mike Hodges PT

12-1250 Well-being rounds (see assigned groups on teams post)
Lunch on your own if not assigned to wellness rounds group

-3 Conscious Community Care

Clinical Day assessment due by 2359

*Schedule, curriculum and room may change, any changes will be communicated via TEAMS posts

Learning Outcomes:

At the end of this course, students will be able to:

USFPAS Learning Outcome Assessment

Competency

1.1,1.2 Demonstrate utilization of medical scientific principles in | Active learning assessments and
the clinical assessment of patients. clinical day assignments

21,41 Exhibit professionalism that exemplifies PA practice. Active learning assessments and

clinical day assignments

4.2,4.3 Incorporate knowledge about vulnerable populations Active learning assessments and
into care plans. clinical day assignments

1.1,2.1,4.3 | Demonstrate effective scientific writing. Capstone assignment

11,43 Perform a sound literature review to address a clinical Capstone assignment
research question.

Instructional Objectives:
1. Dermatology Review
Identify and describe the clinical features, diagnosis and management of common

a.

b.

C.

dermatological conditions.

Differentiate between benign and malignant skin lesions using evidence-based diagnostic

criteria.

Demonstrate appropriate documentation and referral practices for dermatologic findings in

primary care

2. EMR Utilization and Oral Case Presentation
a. Efficiently navigate and utilize the EMR system to extract and synthesize pertinent patient

information.

b. Deliver a concise and organized oral case presentation during clinical rounds
c. Apply best practices for clinical documentation in the EMR to support continuity of care and

3. Violenc

interprofessional communication
e ldentification in Healthcare

a. Recognize the signs and symptoms of various types of violence in healthcare settings.
Identify potential risk factors for violence in patient populations

b.
4. Gl Revi

ew

a. Describe the pathophysiology, clinical presentation and treatment options for common

b.

gastrointestinal disorders

Identify appropriate diagnostic tests and imaging for investigating gastrointestinal disorders
c. Formulate differential diagnoses and initial management plans for patients presenting with

abdominal complaints.

5. Multidisciplinary Approach: Physical Therapy in Primary care
a. Explain the role of physical therapy in managing common musculoskeletal conditions in the

primary care setting.




b. Identify the appropriate indications and timing for referral to physical therapy as part of a

multidisciplinary care plan.

c. Collaborate effectively with physical therapists to develop integrated treatment plans that

optimize patient outcomes.

6. Conscious Community Care
a. Develop long-term care plans for patients with varying socio-economic backgrounds.

b. Implement community-based resources for the care of patients with co-morbid conditions.

c. Modify patient care activities taking competing interests into consideration.

Examples of competing interests

- Patient advocacy and equity vs. healthcare business and regulatory environment
- Evidence-based decision making vs. meeting patients’ needs, wishes and cultural

norms

7. Well-being Rounds
a. Define burnout and describe the implications for medical professionals
b. Acquire information on how mindfulness can help prevent or reduce burnout

c. Practice a mindfulness breathing technique and discuss additional strategies to improve well-

being

d. Identify who to contact for confidential counseling support
8. Capstone
a. Demonstrate effective scientific writing.
b. Perform a sound literature review to address a clinical research question.

c. lIdentify medical data that informs on the patient population being considered.

Topic List:

The topic list is included in the course schedule of lectures and in the instructional objectives. In addition,
NCCPA Blueprints that address the task categories of Professional Practice and Managing Patients apply to

course content. Topic List includes concepts for the course series through 2025 and 2026.
https://www.nccpa.net/wp-content/uploads/PANCE-Blueprint.pdf

1. EOC/PANCE review 17. Proficiency in clinical skills

2. Problem based learning 18. Conscious community care

3. Reflective Practice and Self-Assessment | 19. Oral case presentations for rounds

4. Professional development 20. Documenting and utilizing EMR

5. Developing pharmacological and non- 21. Team-Based Care and Interprofessional
pharmacological treatment plans Communication

6. Coding and billing education 22. Lifestyle medicine

7. PA Professional organizations 23. Provider wellness and patient wellness

8. Policy issues affecting PA practice 24. PA Licensing and Credentialing

9. Risk management 25. Patient safety and quality improvement

10. Adverse childhood events, impact on 26. Responsible prescribing of controlled
health and developing resiliency substances

11. Patient centered and culturally sensitive | 27. Identifying and caring for the patient’s
patient education and counseling psychosocial response to illness, injury, stress

and disability.

12. Provide counseling to encourage 28. Provide care with consideration for disability
patients to adhere to treatment plans, status, special needs, ethnicity/race, gender
modify their behaviors/adapt healthier identity, religion/spirituality and sexual
behaviors and develop coping orientation.
mechanisms.

13. Prevention and identification of provider | 29. Prevention and identification of provider
impairment burn-out.

14. Professional conduct 30. Crisis identification, management and

prevention.

15. Intellectual honesty 31. Academic integrity

16. Violence identification and prevention 32. Risk management
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POLICIES

Attendance

Attendance is mandatory for all exams, labs and clinical site sessions. Please see the School of Physician
Assistant Studies attendance policy for additional guidance and detail. https://pa.med.ufl.edu/student-
support/policies-and-procedures/attendance-policy/

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to request accommodations should
connect with the Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/). Once registered, students
will receive an accommodation letter which must be presented to the College of Medicine’s ADA
Representative, Mr. Jim Gorske (jgorske@ufl.edu), and either the didactic year coordinator or the clinical year
coordinator. Students with disabilities should follow this procedure as early as possible. The University
encourages students to register with the DRC as soon as they begin the School of Physician Assistant Studies
or upon the verification of a disability.

Online Evaluations
Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction within the
School of Physician Assistant Studies by completing course evaluations in a timely manner.
Evaluations are completed in one of three ways, depending on course:
1. GatorEvals - for didactic year courses and evaluation of lecturers

2. Exxat — for clinical year sites and preceptors

3. Qualtrics — for longitudinal assessments such as Special Topics, annual surveys and evaluation of
residents.

Students will be notified when the evaluation period opens. Evaluations assigned through GatorEvals can be
completed via the email sent from GatorEvals, the Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or the central portal
at https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl. Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students

at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results. Evaluations assigned through Exxat are available via the student
dashboard. Evaluations assigned through Qualtrics will be emailed by the PA School. Guidance on how to give
feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/.

UF Academic Policies and Campus Resources
To support consistent and accessible communication of university-wide student resources, this link to
academic policies and campus resources is provided: https://go.ufl.edu/syllabuspolicies.



https://pa.med.ufl.edu/student-support/policies-and-procedures/attendance-policy/
https://pa.med.ufl.edu/student-support/policies-and-procedures/attendance-policy/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fufl.bluera.com%2Fufl&data=05%7C02%7CJason.Fromm%40medicine.ufl.edu%7Cda2256d31c8b411697bd08dd994acc08%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638835268711581684%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5bl1VsyRVoUaCtz9adhicXSOalTvUP3Laj2E2lV7fNo%3D&reserved=0
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/
https://go.ufl.edu/syllabuspolicies

